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Ms. Magalie Roman Salas
Secretary
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Washington, DC 20554

Re: Ex Parte Presentation; RM-9108: Billing and Collection Services Provided by
Local Exchange Carriers for Non-Subscribed Interexchange Services

Dear Ms. Salas:

On Thursday, January 7, 1998, Federal TransTel (FTT), represented by Patrick Herold
and Karyl A. Sparks, met with Darius Withers and Anita Cheng of the Common Carrier Bureau
Enforcement Division. Mr. Herold and Ms. Sparks were accompanied by their counsel, Gary
Slaiman and Kristine DeBry of Swidler Berlin Shereff Friedman, LLP.

FTT described that competitive telecommunications providers are in jeopardy of losing
their ability to bill for their services on the local exchange carrier (“LEC”) bill. Further, FTT
argued that as LECs increasingly offer their own services (for example, voice mail, paging,
Internet, interexchange) in competition with parties for whom they bill, the LECs will have an
increased incentive to deny billing to third parties while promoting their own services. Recent
efforts to reduce cramming have had the unintended consequence of encouraging the LECs to
restrict billing for competitive services, even those that have not caused cramming problems.
FTT argued that the Commission should adopt a rule requiring that a LEC could not discriminate
against a competitive provider in billing and collections, while billing its own similar product on
the local bill. This requirement should apply to non-subscribed services as suggested by the MCI
petition, but also to any other service or product offered by the LEC in competition with other
providers.

A copy of a Census Bureau statistical table was distributed. It is enclosed. Also, a copy
of the Coalition to Ensure Responsible Billing’s comments in CC Docket 98-170 (11/13/98) was

presented to Darius Withers.
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Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the Commission’s Rules, one original and one copy of this

letter are being filed with your office. - If you have any questions regarding this filing, please feel
free to contact me.

Sincerely,

Kristine DeBry, Esq.

Enclosure

cc: Mr. Darius Withers
Ms. Anita Cheng
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No. 823. Usage of General Purpose Credit Cards by Families: 1989 to 1995
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doliars based on consuaner price index data as U.S. Buresu of Labor Stasistics, F ONE-PETSON UNItS;
for definition of family, see text, Section 1. on wdca-mﬁvmotmmuthmdm:u
Guide 10 Tabuler Presentation}
| PERCENT OF CARDHOLDING
having & having 8 FAMILIES
new
AGE OF FAMILY HEAD AND | general | Medien | cnorgee | baiance | Medien | Amost | o o Hardly
FAMILY INCOME purposs |WITE ¥ onlast | afteriest |belance ' | sways | L | o
= "o | =" o |
belance balance | balance
558 2 $100 52.0 $1,200 53. 254
822 2 00 2.8 1,100 528 196 278
. a4 2 563 1,500 (1K1 7
Under 35 years old $9.0 2 100 692 1,500 402 28 383
35 10 44 years old 685 2 63.1 1,900 40.7 209 324
45 10 54 years oid 75.4 2 200 4.8 1,800 471 28 304
85 10 64 years old 71.9 2 200 48.0 1,800 50.3 184
65 10 74 yoars old 683 2 800 720 129 15.1
7Sysarsoidandover .. ..... 5468 1 100 182 700 %8 235 1"z
Less than $10,000. . . ....... 263 1 100 558 1,000 564 124 32
$10,000 to $24,998 . [ 533 2. 100 870 1,500 50.9 1772 e
$25,00010849999......... 780 2 100 592 1,500 476 209 s
$50,0000 $09.999 .. ....... 9.1 2 200 584 2,000 49.7 23 251
$100,000and more......... 97.1 3 800 354 2,100 n7 172 9.1
1 Among families having a belence.

No. §24. Debit Cards—Numbers, Transactions, and Volume, 1990 to 1997,
and Projections, 2000
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No. 828. Electronic Funds Transfer Volume: 1960 to 1997

mi-uumwwmummumum(mm
ferminais are slectronic terminals in retall stores that allow & cuSIOMer 10 Pay for gOods Twrough & direct debit 10 &
custormers account st the benkd

TEM Ut [ 1000 | 1906 | 1900 | 1962 | 1903 | 1004 | 1906 | 1998 | 1997

Total number of ranssttions . . . . . | Milllon. . 3,679| 6.042| 7,537| 8,136| 6,968]10,484)11,030| 12,422
ATM trarsactions . ........... vo. .| Milion ., M 3,588| 5,75t 7.208| 7,708| 0.334| 9,6800/10,004( 10,000
POS eseressnea e Milion . 14 "M 280| 430] 624 T77S| 1,148 1,442
ATM teemingle, toted . . .. .......[1008...] 10.8] 60.0f 002] §7.3; 94.8] 100.1| 122.7] 138.¢| 1880
transactions per terminal . .| Number.| 5408| 49811 5.900) 6,878 0.772] 6450] 6,500] 6.390| 8548
Sheredtormingle ........... eeesa1,000... 385! 753] 847] 28] 1081 1228| 130.0] 1880
Progriotary terminals . . .. ... cheeenn 1,000. .. 248| 49 26| 23] 10] ot ot] (NA)
POS terminals, ot . . .........[1000...| (NA)| (NA) 53 98] 158 341 85207 WTS| 1,300

NANot avalisble, ' As of Seplembes. 2 As of June.
Source: Faullewr & Gray, Chicago, IL., Feulner & GrayEFT Network Daia Sook-1908, September 26, 1907 (copyright).
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